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What We Stend Fer 


1-Our concoptien cf the werld and the sccicty preper tc it is that of Marx's 
sciontific Sccirlism, 

@eFrr tho roecnstitution -f » Rev-luticnery Internaticnal cgeinst tho Intornaticn- 
als of Botrayrl (Secinl Domecracy, Stalinism, Tretskyism). 

3—Agninst collsberaticn with the beurgeris ond psoude-proletarim parties which 
vohold the frlso end decoitful bennor -f "truc domecracy". Thorofore vo opoe se 

the "united frent" which is e frent epprsed te the werking class, 

4-We denounce ag ecunter-reveluticnery, every mevoment which, with an oye to onsior 
ogitation and clecteral success viows perlinmentary decisions »s uscful, During 
clectornl eremorigns we ecntinue the agitation for the generrl histcric nims ef 
tho working class. We do net take the lest respensibility for the vsoudc-orr— 
lotarion partios (Stolinist, Sccinlist, Trctskyite cr Inbcrito). 

5-Tho trade unicns cf the CIO & AFL, Railroad Bretherherds end "Independent Unions" 
are port of the Legal -pparatus of the Capitalist State. Working class unity 
will. bo achioved on the desis of the platform of the p-rty of the revolution, 
end, undor its leadership, within these crganisms, cre>ted in the rovival of 
the proletnrian closs struggle. 4 

6-The farm workers sre the clnss-brethers cf the Industrirl workers -nd must be 
won to . positien cf class-selidnrity. ~ 

7-Al1l somerlled mevements of ecleninl independence have sn Imoorinlist b>sc. There 
does not exist for the erlenial and semi-celeninl orens, any longer, the prebe 
lem of = bourgecis reveluticn. The only rend is preletarina revolution, 

8-Tho proletariat mst werk fer the defe*t cf its cwn beurgecisic ond its satell- 

‘ites in tho advanced industriel sectrrs -f werld envitalism, 28 woll as f-r tho 
defent of its cwn beurgecisie end setellitos in the eelrninl and somi~colonirl 
aroas of world copitalism, in time of war, 

9-The fofont cf the beurgerisio, on n world senlo, secemplished thru tho civil 
‘wers of the preleteriet, under the guidence end leadérship of tho Revolutionary 
Tatornational Party, will be the beginning of the Sccialist Roorgenizntion cf 
Sccioty undor the Dictatershin ef tho Prolctarict. 

10-The Dictatorship cf the Preletarint, will serve as tho transiticn to tho clnss-— 
less socicty ef Secinlism, where the Stnte will cease to exist, and Govornment 
oid Tyrenny, the histcry of tho prst. 

11-The Dictatorship of the Prelotariat is notte be undorstecd xs 2 dofonso of the 
Soviot Unicn, . On tho contrary, the Dictatership ef the Prelotarint will arise 
in Russia, which is new an Imocrinlist Stato, thru-Sccielist roveluticn, 

















oe EDLTORL. 


"The Third Camp" 


"The Intornaticnalist" repreduces en ancther prgo the"Statemont on the ‘Third Camp" 
Confcrenco™ held in N.Y.C., Nev 27 thru 29, 1953. 


Tho observer frem "The Intornaticnalist® at the "Third Camo" conferonce scli- 
dorizod himself with the Libertarian Sccinlist League end Cercle Zimmorwald snd 
signod tho statement cn tho "Third Crmo" conference in crder to more forcibly dem 
onstrate that tho "Third Camp" ecnfsrenee is not » genuine proletarian intornsticn- 
nlist movoment against Imperinlist Wor. There i} is » distinction botwoon this prsi- 
tion chd tho standpoint which holds thet. the "Third Camp" cenforence is not 2 gon- 
‘uino "Third Como" movemont sgeinst Inperinlist wer. While tho Litortarion Social- 
ist Longic and Corelé Zimmorwald dolegates. are soricus in thoir oppgosition te In- 
porinlist wor their view is nqt-preciso. The errrect positicn in the opinion of 
rovolutionary marxists is tho one that helds: the twe. seciel classes interacticnally 
aro the-enapitnlist clress and the working class, the fermor, beewmso it cwms the 
,Momns of producticn, the lstter poceuse it issomlcited at the point of »roduction. 
Tho Hussion State and its satellites, in the view of the "Intorarticnalist™ ond 
tho Libortarian Secirlist Longue is ‘n° State Capitalist system, thot is, an oceonemic 
erdor wheroin tho investment ef capital in the oroductivo-preeoss and the ownership 
ef the moans of preduction, is vested scloly in. tHe State, which is . ferm of rulo 
ef cmpitonlism in the pericd cf its decline. - Tho working class is oxplcited at the 
"point of orcducticn by this State Capitalism as’ vrutally as in Wostorn "orivate 
‘ monopoly Capitalism. Private mneocly .copitalism in its turn is dis: laying the 
same gonoral eveluticn teward tho Stets Gepateaaes thot tho Russim Importalist 
bloc has already traversed. 

Thoroforo, firem the class vicwpeint, which is the enly corrost vicw, tho 
"Russioh wor camp" -is in the srimo comp as the "Amoricen wer exam", Tho werking 
class is facod with tho Imperialist deminoticn of world cnpitelism whothor of the 
Russian or Amoricen drandi.. Tho rovelutic nery wetking class orgoizations must 
como out clearly with working class bannors 2nd slegons. 

ndgpendent Secinlist Leaguo, which is noither indopondont nor sncinlist 
in a:rovolutionary sonsc, is » satellite ef the-Liberal Party ef N.Y. It, the 
I.Sel., supperted Halley, Liberal Party e-ndid-to f¢r mayer cf M,Y.Ca, ond A mom 
vor. of the Domecratic Party. ‘Thus the ISL is on tho side cf tho bourgooisic. 
Tho ISL is concerned with tho Tintogrity ef the naticn", (Leber Action, Sop 28, 
1953-n-¢0 11, "Sccislists Fight Agsinst Imporialist Wer", Section: Yar ond the 
Nation, last paragraph). Tho ISL ndveestcs "defonse of the nation", ibid, noxt 
to last »: nrograph). The ISL advrestos that-the working class teke coumand of the 
defense of ‘the naticn in the form ef'» lsber government in 9 pro-war an¢ wer per- 
ind, (ibid, sccticn, The Task ef Defense). : 


Tho mec ming of the feregring ig that the Independent Srcialist Lon:ue is 
ready to act ns an agent in prov-nting the Amorics-n werkors from bocoming eonscirus 
of thomsclves as part cf a werld werking class breaking the ro:ctionary boundrrics 
ef neticons, It, the ISL, is rosdy te act te prevent unitod intermetional working 
class action for the cverthrew cf capitelism cn a werld senlo, It is ready to 
dofond the Amoricrn Imperialist Zmpire by cffering the werkors . loker varty gov- 
ernmont as a substitute for tho real nocd cf the werkors; Secinlisn. 

Prrallol with the abrve, the Independent Sccinlist Lorguo "advises" the Bur- 
epesn farxists t- onter the Burcvean Secinl Demeeratic end Lebor Partios (ibid, 
sections Tor mn Third Com Mevemont). The fact thot the Labcr md Socicl-Demecratic 
partios havo boon preps fer Imperielism fer tho lest(40) ferty yonrs momns acthing 
to the ISL, boenuse the londershio -f the Independent Secielist borgue is holl-bont 
en selling cut and oloying brureoris orlitics, 

Tho ISL soes ne conflict botwoon the national interests of the Uhited States 
and tho werlking class cf this ond cthor cruntrics (ibid, sections Imeorinlism and 
tho Poole), ; 

Thro no fault cf the Independent Secinlist League "presumzbl:", a loaflot 
ontitlod "Strlinism is nct Socinlism", signod by Max Shectmen of tho ISL, Har: 











Preteen ot e tho State Depertment (Laber Acticn, Sop 28, 1953, "Tho Ist vs. tho 
Subvorsive List®, page 3, secticn, Evidence frr tho ISL). 

It is covirus where the Independent Secialist League stonds. It is oppesed 
to tho rovolutionary interests cf the international werking’ class cpenly and unash- 
amcedly, Tho pattern cf thecry ne lenger neods be patiently traced in order tr 
show whero tho ISL is travelling. It hes tcmplcted its jeurncy. 

It 4s prepestereus to consider this tendency (ISL) in alliance with the Fence 
maixors (Pacifists) as a movement ogainst Imperialist War, It is a trap to confuso 
and domoralize workers whe want a real struggle sgainst Imerialist Vor. 

Tho Dee, 14 issuc cf Maber Actien crrricd the "rovisod" "Statement on the 
Third Camp" Conference Resrluticn. Tho "rovised™ rescluticn still basos itsolf 
en the line of "Defense cf the Nation", and thorefere mst be rejocted by rovelue 
tionary Marxists. (Labor Acticn, Dec. lb page 5, secticn "Defense of the Tatirn", 


4 STATEMENT ON THE ‘THIRD CAMP! CONFERENCZ" 


Now York City, N-vomber 27 thru 29, 1953 
At its rogular conference held in Chicrgc, Octeber 1 thru 4, 1953, Poacemakors 
horotefore exclusively a pecifist crganizetion, adpptod » resolution adcvoc-ting 
a Third Camp as the alternative te the war camps of Essternend Wostorn immeorinlism 
end for tho first timo propesing the socinl] ewnorship of tho moans of »roduction 
as the solution for cur social ills. 


‘ 4A group of observers from radienl greups whc wore presont subsequently con- 
forrod with pencomaker representntiy s end decided te launch » Third Com confor- 
ence to include all radicel snd pacifist organizaticns eppcsed tr both war comps. 
This ;roup oclocted itself a.vlenning ecmmitteoe for the prencsod ecnfernnee ond 
drow wo - List of 14 groups which it rogardod as acceptablo as sponsors, which 
list oxeluded the Libertarian Srcialist Lenguc. Tho ermmittee decided te moot. in 
Now Yor: City on Nevember 3, 1953, tegcthor with any roprcsontntivos of imvitod 
sponsor groups, te plan dotails ef the ennferonce, At this Planning Committec 
mocting, ttondod by enly representatives cf Pescomnakers, Indcpondont Socialist 
Longue, the latter's youth group, Sccialist Yrugh Leaguc, the Yruns Pooplos So- 
Cialist Leaguc (Independent) which shortly thorenftcr joined SYL nnd tho Libortar- 
ian Sccirlist Committce (cf Chic-go), this cemmittec oloctod itsolf Stbcring Com- 
mittce of tho prepesed e-nference end dologatod tc itscolf powor to malo tho rules 
end regulations fer tho-ecnferenee. Tho LSC representative here raised the quos- 
tion of tho oxclusien of the IWW as spenscr and aftor » leng dobnto it was decided 
to invito its participaticn. Immediately thoreafter, a Pescomakor moved that the 
LSL nlso bo invited rs a sponser, This moticn was withdrawn oftor all the sponk- 
ers had oxprossod opposition, based upen » decision mado in Chicago thot the spon- 
soring conmittoc was net to be ici thie but which hnd just Fi abrogated by tho 
invitation to tho IWW. 


Tho LSL received no cfficinl informaticn abcut the cenforence altho its rop- 
roscitatives had been repentedly assured hed we weuld be invited to participate. 


Despite this vory app-rent ‘discriminaticn against the LSL, its roprosontatives 
attonded tho ccnfertnee, rogistorcd and modo thoir »resence Imnwm. At no timo 
during tho 3 days ef ecnferonco sessiens was there rogistored and presont any but 
the originnl 5 of the invited 14 snonsers, plus the Libertarian Socialist “Lenguo, 
which had no official standing until Seturday sftornecn, and 1 of thoso 5, tho 
Libertorion Socialist Ccmmittce delogaticn, attonded enly tho Friday nite scossicn 
before departing fer home, Net a single representative of a student grovp attondcd 
@espite the high oxectnticns veiced by tho Planning Crmmittoc, nor was thero 
presont ane cf the "preminont™ individuals alse hened fer, 











= > wt ae Ps ad - a . 
On tho first ¢ay of the cenforonce, these prcsent wore. presented with a 
Dreft Statomont, drawn up by tho self-ernstituted Stcoring Committco, Dologatos 
‘ frem tho LSL, the Corele Zimmerweld cf Paris amd the cbservor. fron "Tho Interna- 
tionalist™ attackod statoments made inthe statemont and wero told by tho chairman 
that this was not the time and olece fer pregrammatic changes. 
Nowhere in the sriginal dak? for the. ernforenee ner in tho Draft Statonont 
is thoro 1 single referonec t¢ suport of the class .strugele f> tho workers thru 
thoir owl orgenizaticns,tho trade unicns, er ef socking trade union support for 
tho Third Camp mevomont. Attondts t- intreduce these matters in nducl discussions 
and on the conforonce fierr were mot -with ‘evasion and comolcto indifforonce “by the 
, ‘aTkeinal sponsors, whcso prime qrncern was students. Ne genuine Socialist Third 
Camp could possibly be devoleped which ignores such vitel mattors, 


An LSL roprosentative pretested td the chairman the oxclusicn of his group 
from sponsorship and was infcrmed thot LSL might bo ineluded Intor in tho contin- 
untion ennmittbo, shculd that bedy decide to ‘include it. Subscquontly, a similar 
protest was mace en the flerr and tho same resoenso givon: that it was ontiroly u> 
to tho committce and was net cenforonco. business... It was assorted at.that tine by 
a YPSL rope that "This is sur cenforoneo", 2 statomont whese significonce was 
quite apoarcnt. <A metien made en tho: flecr Dy enethor YPSL rep. and seconded, re- 
forced tho mattor te the Stooring Cemmmittcc with tho reermmondation thot LSL Be 
hdmittod to full spensership snd p»rticinntien,: wns vetod dewn by tho norrow mar 
gin of 13 to 9, with many abstonticns, On tho aftorn’-n ef tho sceond day, anncun- 
conont was made. that tho Stecring Cemmittoos, te which tho fratornal dologate cf 
Corclo Zinmorwald had boon cloctcd, docided by 2 veto of 211 &xcopt cno. that the 
LSL sheuld bo admitted net cnly te veico, but alse te veto in the conforence with 
Toprosontation en tho Stocring Cemmittco, By that time it. had bocome slain that 
tho conforones wns » dismal failure ond that the single vete of tho Ls could net 
possibly nffcct the ermbined vets Se rk Pe saan ISL, SYL and YPSL. 


At tho finnl ‘sossirn -f ‘the ecnferonco, tho chairman anneunecd that tho 
Stooring Conmittce prepesed tho immodinte. formeticn ef a Thira Camp Continunticn 
Conmittco to continue and onlafge the werk ¢f, tho eenforence, and that’ tho first 
vote of tho ecnferonce wild boicn that. issuo;* The fretornal dologate of Cerele 
_Zimmorveld asked thet the fermticn cf such a ermmittce bo doforod until after 
tho adoption or rojecticn of the Draft Statomont, cn the ercund that ono of the 
participating ergenizaticns, tho LSL, had alrosdy indiceted thot it could not 
enter into any se-cellod Third Cemp which includod tho ecncont of national dofonse, 
Ho ssid ho hepod that this weuld be dolotod se that erenoratien on gonoral Third 
Camp lines could ,bo eentinuocd and othor loss ¢ssontinl differences resolved in tho 
oeurse of tino, A YPSL ron, mado » motien that beease the Draft Strtomont includ- 
ed a roferonco appreving natirnal ¢ofonso, thet tho statomont bo rojoctod and a 
now statement be drawn us excluding any rofcronce te sujorrt cf untional defense. 
Arop. of LSL statod thet tho climination of any reference te su>vort of national 

. dofense wns fundamontal te DSbL's*centinucd »articinntion-in tho eenforence. 


Tho observor from "Tho Intorn-ticnalist" undorserrod the onpostition te swioert 
of nationnl defcnse "nn? characterized tho Draft Statomont rs suvstantinll; tho 
progran of the Independent S-cinlist Lenguc an¢ -n ccncessicn to ewiitrlist »roju- 
dices en tho privileged prsiticn cf laber in this eruntry, cn colloctivism in the 
Sovict Uni a, od the illusion thot the a Manns 4 Noticns cen bo used to furthor tho 
fight -gainst imporialisn. : 


Deshitec tho Hane ae pdeteuinies tho mticn mato by the YPSL rope to roject 
tho originnel Draft Stetoment an@ write - now cnco wns net ovon permitted tc como te 
a vote by tho chairmen, . : 


In tho ceurse cf this discussicn, tho chnirman soverel tinos roitorntod that 


Sa 


the Draft weuld be refered te tho editer&4l ecmmittce ecmoescd cf hinsclf, 1 fermol 
delegate from tho ISL snd the YPSL ren whe hod anneunced the cntry of his ercup 
inte tho ISL yeuth greun. -The signatcrices te this statoment refused to accept en 
organizational maneuver te editerializo the cxisting Draft (which might cr might 
not olininate the fcrementicned cbjectirn) ‘there boing n> copertunity by the ern- 
forence to honr the cdited versi-c n) @s a substitute f-r tho need of 2 genuine, 
anti-var, ontisimocriplist oregram based ugen demecratic Aiscussicon fro the rank 
and file é€ tho Third Cam ecnference,. Therouzrn, ares. cf tho ISL jumod w and 
exclained that tais was the decumont and the statoment was gcing to stay thore, 
affirming; "We sre fer the defense -f the naticn", 






Upon the abbitrery ruling cf the chair that tho only question before the 
heuso was necoztance cr rejocticn cf tho Draft Stotomont as a whole as originally 
submitted, plus .-roiteraticn cf his statement »rovicusly rofered te rogarding 
.oditorinlizing, tho mattor was .ut tc 2 veto and the Draft, including tho "dofonse 
ef tho naticn" reference, ws carried, 


o Inncdintoly, the fratern=l dologate cf Cerele Zimnerwald Acclared that neither 
Corelo Zinnerwald nor any cthor Burenean Third Cam: orgenizetion weuld approve sn 
alleged Third Com ernference which actually sujyperted Amoricon rma and 
thet ho was Ba withdrawing. 


An LSL rop, sposking frr his aclegaticn, stated thot his orgrnization eruld 
not romain in a ecnference thot*had in fact beecme an Americen imorialist Third 
Cam affair, and. iieis entire LSL Aelegaticn left tho hall, 


The obsorvor tion "Tho Internstion=list™, in »rincinle e>ysed te comnon 
acticn with nacifists, sclidarizodhimself with tho LSL dologrtion and the Cercle 
Zimnoerwald delegate, end left the beet with the cthors, 


Des »ite tho inevitnble frct, as aber ry. this ccnferonce, that adherents of 
Nacfonso of tho naticn” cannet crasto 2 genuine Third Cam, there oxists not cnly 
the neod, but a grewing worcnoss cf. the noccssity for the formation of a Socialist 
Third Camp, The signaterics te this decumont invito 911 swrierters of a gomine 
Seciolist Third Gem te eceperate with thom in future efferts te ostavlish such e 
movonont. 


Fretomally submittod, 


LIBERTARIAN SOCIALIST LBAGUZ. (Dologntion) 
_ CERCLE ZIMMERWALD (Fraternal Gcleg-te) 
"tay INTERNATIONALIST", 2 qblienticn of tho 
. : idess ¢f Loft Crmmnism. (Odsorvor) 
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Letter From Sngland 


oy ~ ° 22 April 53 

; Yhen we first came into London we want directly to’ en address recommended by a 

* fellow in Joe's French ‘elass end got a room there for $3. 50 @ day ineluding break- 
fast. Both this section of the city (Clapham Common) and the countryside from 
Southampton to London are very nice to see: neat farmlands, prim parics, green 
grass, flowering shrubs. (We also got an education in’ Cenadian farming as one of 
our fellow-travelers on the train was’ a. Saskatchewan farmer returning for a visit 
to his native Luxembourg, & he had a ‘running commentary on how.the soil, cattle 
etc. were on his place, even walcing ap Joe to be sure he got a point). 


The following day we thought we'd cover the high spots by taking a guided tour 
“thru the Vest Sng: Houses of Parliament, monuments, Trafelger Squere, Westminster, 
Never ‘againk Aside from Britain's greatness in general, we dunked in the corona- 
tion ell the way} this was emfasized by an Americen tourist (of coursef) who would 
not leave the not-unwilling guide alone as to details of the coronation, the royal 
femily etc. The guide treated us to rare bits of humor such as Princess Margaret's 
he remarking on the birth of Prince Charles; "Now I'm Charley's snntl" Seriously the 
“coronation is costing the city (borough) of Westminster 230,000 »0unds; scaffold 
ting is being builé for wooden seats along 7 miles of street. Zvorywhere and every- 
thing reflects it; probebly even the most devoted monarchist is tiring of the pro- 
pagende, Incidentally, our guide said that the seating is to be tested by sold- 
iers first, so that it will be verfectly safe for the paying guests. 


Unfortunatel; we are -not in da section ‘of the city which is predominatly working 
class and from here and judging also by the downtown section, things look pretty 
good, altho on closer observation clothing is woméwhat worn, The veo: dle we have 
looked uo are dressed e-litl more poorly, but the general impression we ‘get is 

that things are not half so bed as ‘painted, THis ‘is true also for tho climate. 
There were sporadic showers on only one day -- there has been sun evory day, usual- 
ly mixcd with.some cloudiness, The city’as a whole has a& surprisingly attractive 
vag earence. Rebuilding has been widespread end thore are not meny bomb-sites left- 
(or sO wo wore informed). We ‘saw the docks aroa in the-Sast End where thoro has 
been municinal building. The éity is not sonéd for commértial and rosidontial 
usey so the now buildings ‘are right near ‘thé docks. It is heard to judgo, tho, 

when you do not see the residents, For oxamolc, thero was n long tow of blackened 
grey stone houses in the seme area which did not look too bad, tat thon I saw a 
woman pole hor hosed out of the dodrwey of ones sho wes slonvily dressed in a cotton 
dross end sho was arguing with a noighbor who also emerged; this, »lus soveral 
childron milling sround; geve a mch worse look to the dwollings. Jvidcencos of 
bomb domago aro’ still here — an interesting pennrery was meade whon ono area was 
clearsd avny; romains of a mettle val ghetto. Hitler's contribution to progress} 
More on housings The now ones have central heating, hot & eold wator, We were in 
one epartmoent in a privetely built block of flats where there was a radiator in 

tho hallway & another in one room; this was a 4-room flat, It was a nico layout, 
modernlooking, but very simoly furnished. Saturday evening we had suppor with a 
couplo wo mot (anorchists). They were in a neighborhood of ritzy houscs (Zam 
stoad Honth) tut they had one room on the top floor end en alcove which thoy had 
converted into - kitchen, All plumbing was one floor below, They had redccorated 
tho place thomsclves: walls in 3 colors, bookshelves over the couch — a familiar 
schomo, A gns-heater provided warmth, We had » plessant evening thore ~ 5 cron- 
ics turned uw, and engaged in chit-chrt »bout lifc, love, ert. 


Transportation scoms excellent — both the tuvc & bus lines, altho there is none 

Yogtwoon 12:15 at nite end 515 a.m. I think onc lino docs run but it is not avail~ 
able from oll places. Fares arc from 2¢ to 14é, doevending on length of trio. This 
scoms vory chonp to us —— as do other things -- and we constantly havo to koep re= 


ae 


minding oursolves that woges are also mich lower; In fact, we havo boon sponding 
far loss thon wo oxpected. Of course, we have not spont mech as not: mich that is 
attractivo is going on now -- it is an off-season in goneral. A groat many plays 
aro on but nono soem worthwhile, and the ballet also had nothing appealing. Wo ' 
saw ono movic, Rene Claire's "Les Belles de Nuit" which is amusing and woll done, 
but which wo almost didn't get to see because it is dilled as "Bémtios of the 
Night", a corroct translation but the beauties refered. to. are droasm’ (some boau~ 
tios appoar there of course), There is just as mech emfasis on choeso-crko in 
theso ads, altho not in general advertising. < : ; 


Wagos on tho avorage are about $20 a: week. A skilled worker can got up to $30; 
Prices of food are relatively a 1itl higher, I think, altho restaurant means are 
relatively what we would pay. Rents are lower but in the majority of casos fuel 
has to bo provided: by the tenant. Telefones are’ rarer, and so aro auto's, Veux- 
hall Motors factory not far from London (1 hour by train) employs 13,000 workers, 
but in constrast to Detroit where the auto workers themselves provide a largo ’ 
market for the product, we saw bicycles stacked up outside. — ; : 2 


Ono usoful thing our- guided tour. accomplished -- we learned that we could got into . 
tho Houso of Commons that nite {April 17) to hear the debate on the now budgot. At 
815 pem. that evening we took our places at the end of a line stretching out into 
the stroot. By 9 pem. we got:into the "strangers! gallery", which, in contrast 

to tho House itself, was full. There were over 20-Labor & Opposition MP's present 
& I dontt kmow how may Torics as we could not see thoir side well’from where we: 
sat, It was a rather dead debate. First one side and then the other would get 

up, in a routine manner, The IP line was presented by Aneurin Bevan Monday morn- 
ing. Sunday nite, we want to an IP mass meeting in Paddington (14¢ oach) where 
Bevan was tho main.speaker. : : fos 


This was a packed meeting of maybe 2000. People were standing all around the: 
walls, ‘Altho this was called officially to bocst the LP state in the local elec- 
tions, no one disguised the fact that it was Bevan's meeting. Ho is an excellent 
sponker —- offective, able tc carry the crowd with him and a Gemagog, not too care- 
ful of the consistency of his arguments. He first presented the LP lino on the 
Tory-sponsored budget, criticizing it for such points as removal of purchase tax 
on mink coats, lightening the tax on unearned income, raising ponsionors! tax, 

cost of school lunches. Actually it was clear from the dobntes in parliament & 
from tho LP's Daily Herald that they have nc basic criticism cf the budgets Naive- 
ly, Boyan & the LP are wailing that the credit for restoring the country is theirs; 
Bevan oven complained that they would be called in agein when the country got into 
a jam. In attacking the budget, Bevan advanced 2 contradictory theses; (1) Emfasis 
should bo put on getting food and necessities before heavy industry is oxppanded: 

(2) Tories are. removing ‘controls too rapidly; further effort: by. the people is need- . 
ed, Ho expanded (2) into a eulogy for the way the nation had flexed its muscles 
under the LP govt, Internationally, Bevan repented the need to koep Britain a 
grent nation. His peace talk amounted to blaming the U.S. for Korean involvement... 
and for not dealing more amicable with Russia, He came out pretty strongly against. 
the UeSe, prosenting British nationalism, I said he was a good speaker because he. 
carried the audience with him on such points as a program of further sacrifice. 
“In fact, he was spplauded indiscriminately, Sunday afternoon we wore at Hyde Park 
which struck us as a mch larger and better Bughouse Square. 7 or 8 meotings were 
going on: pacifist, stalinist, SP, anarchist, church, Irish, Jewish, As ono meota 
ing ondéd, crowds would swell a neighboring one, People also were milling about,.. 
obviously out in the part to take in the sights and enjoy a sunny afternoon. Hyde 
Park is not the only speaking place; Speaking is pormitted at commons (parks) -- . 
on Clapham Common there were a pacifist,a SSalinist, and others making apitch. — 
Soap~boxing cen also be dene on street corners, altho, we were told, the police . 
can invoke an “obstructing the streets" law, In short, there is a freer atmosphere- 
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it appoars to us that _—es entntin: is more: tolerated even ir it. is “not eae: 
Radical groups, however, do not scem to’ be in mech better a {thie is hased.. enly 
on minute observation and hearsay), | Pike rae Ay, Be. 

Yesterday we made a tour of Vauxhall Ae & pt iy: ‘ow. eee toea a aur of 
referencx from his unicn & the local burocrat here did the trick, We wore met by 
the areca secretary of the Amalgamated Engineers (machinists) Union who in turn 
passed us on to a company rep. This factory employing the largest number of work- 
ers in Britain, has one most modern building, brought from the U.Se, with the most 
up-to-date machinery (I'm beginning to sound like our guide); this is theplace we 
saws it is a showplace for visitors. We made an inspection of tho: sotup here 

which is devoted to engine assambly. Workers were, operating 2 & 3. pieces of equip- 
ment. Slowly moving conveyors. vere: ‘weed both. for Pree ape ‘parts & for storage 


eit The mah‘ further, Lstepewa.x us that’ thie study’ men had reduced the amount 
Be 2h time spent in getting. food from the cafeteria counters to 7 ‘minutes for each 
‘The place ‘is ‘about - 75%. organized, the ‘engineering ‘union organizing on a ver- 

tidak basis hore. “After a (for me): wéarying morning,’ wo:were given a good Iunbh 
-.and thon turned over to the Rehabilitation Supt. who has charge of an interesting 
experiment, designed to cut down absenteeism and to deal with a future manpower 
shortage. In collabouration with an interested arthopedie surgeon, a plastic sur- 

goon, and,.a. physio-therapist they ; have set up 8: «shop: where’ men who have received 
injuries such es: fractures, sprains, may ‘Tegover. the use.of-limbs temporarily: im- 
mobilized and -which.would be, henefited- by’ exercise. : Thair Glaim is that by put- 
ting a worker at an adjustable machine, he is,getting:the exercise which he would 
~not othérwise get;'it is tied in with néwer theories: of healing end the psycholo- 
gical factor af getting the. man..to.participate in the cure by doing work more use~ 
ful ‘than physical therapy usually is. The foreman,seid the men are paidd the: 
rates thoy were. receiving. before injury: plus, the. 20%. bonus -- actually machines 

are so designed thet’ they are dejng.a job the: -long way round. The Supte claimed” 
‘that this did not interfere. with compensation, Aside from the company! s anglé, it 
* looked like a really interesting proposition, " This tour was followed by tea in 
the visitors?: dining room again,.. What wé™ wanted was to -have a tall with ono of 
the mon, without one of these guides present, ‘put not a change! Thoy are working 
steadily with an eye on their. bonus.and with eyes on them. “ Actually, the place 
reminded me of that joke about the. man: working ‘at. Ford's: when ‘asked for suggest- 
ions as to team te -his Output. q 
Well, this suns up a week in London, Naturally, many-impressions are not conveyed, 
Such things as paliter crowds,-automatic quéting. up for busses and tube tickets : 
have been dealth with by others. I strated a queve myself involuntarily by stop- . 
ping to read the list of stations on a subway ticket machines when I turned around . 
a line. had formed behind me!. It has been colder here than we expected and we de- 
cided therofore, not oe go up to Glasgow. We'll go to Liverpool and then fly to fei 
Paris by April 29. te 


MAY DAY in Paris ~ Letter in Regard to Bnglend & France - Paris, May 12, 1953: 


We spent throo days in Liverpool, going by tus. from London thru very pleasant ~_ 
countryside. Everywhere were greon fields and flowering trees 211 neatly laid out. 
One: cen understand why Engels looking at this. said thet everywhere man looks on 
nature. transformed by himself. -_.(One got the. same impression of lushness from the 
countrysida between ‘Dieppe and Paris” “whi éh“we saw from the train. Only here the 
growth was less prim: locking and greener). The bus wont thru Stratford-on-Avon ~ 
and''thru 6 hare corner: 0f Birmingnan, sO we can say "We was there", but 
that is all. : ree 
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é Liverpool itself presented quite a contrast. “We were near the docks thruout our 
staye Rows of dirty, dark grey stone houses, rio greetiery. Even in the little 
square near our hotel, the beds of tulips looked dingy. The first thing we did 
that evening was.to look up Jean's relatives who live in one of the stone houses 
not too far from the docks, The father is in the post office, one son is a mach- 
inist, the other in an auto factory is being drafted into the army, and tho daugh$- 

er is an office workers. They received us very warmly and invited us to.dinner the 

next day. Here I. spent the whole. day by the fire (no centralhoating..I think this 
was tho only warm room in the house), They treated us royally - two splendid 
feeds, probably using up most of their meat ration. Mrs.‘L. is tho hardost worker 
in the family as she does all the housework (all washing and ironing), focds the 
others at various times, and also works outside part-time. Incidentally, here one 
can soo what a tousy job the housework is with limited facilitios., Apparently 
also, no male busies himself-in the kitchen, There are no iceboxes + in tho winter 

I can see why thoy are unnecessary. : i 


Politically thoy are Conservative I think (Liverpool is a Conservative stronghold) 
but class conscious. You can see why the conservatism - every member of the fam- 
ily working when the city itself is a "black area" - unemployment is th 
and conditions among the dockers are bad. 


Having dono our duty by our friond we visited a comrade’ in Birkenhead who is the 
head of a committee of dockers which was set up as part of the preparations (un- 
official) for a strike in 1950-51. No strike ocured then as a raise was given, 
The committce continues to exist as.an "unofficial organization" within the dock, 
ers! union in opposition to the ‘official leadership. Thoy issue a printed paper 
which is militant in tone, whose aim is to.improve dockers' conditions but which 
reports also struggles going on elsewhere. They take political leadership from 
tho Trotskyites because they are looking fcr some and because the Trotskyites ‘have 
a printed weekly papor within the labor party, not because the Trotskyites are in- 
volvod. 4 

The wage is about iy 5 a week, On this Dan td ee a wife and 2 kids, ’ 
They also laid out a nice "tea" for us. After this, wo wont around to a pub to 
meet some of the boys around the conmittee, 


The best part of this visit to Birkenhead was that we were not treated to theories 
of exceptionalism, the ‘non-existence of classes, etc, Where the going is hard and 
a strugglo is patontly necessary, there is no room for these rationalizations 
which we heard in London both from the right and the feft. 


Just before we left London for Liverpool we had supper with 2 ILP functionaries 

who oxpressed these points of view. In fact they weemed to bo for going into the 
LP but their mombership is against it - so they complain, So you have the fonomena 
of the full time "leaders" working at and for something they do not believe in, 
Undoubtedly there is some "prosperity" in England--one of these guys pointed to 

the fact that 5 péople in one family were. working (a fact which we saw again in 
Liverpool at the L's) earning altogother $120 a-week. He used this to prove that 
depression doys were forgotten and that the English worker would never move in a 
revolutionary direction, etc, Obvicusly, he has not forgotten dopression days 
because 5 working in a family is a big thing to him. 


The national health scheme enginecred by Bevan scoems-to be the ono real gain made 
by tho class (even the of course thoy pay for it in taxes), Doctor bills ore no 
longer ao drain, This is important in evaluating living standards. 


We decided not to fly to Paris but to go by train and boat in order to take in 
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some of the countryside, I could take it or leave it alone but Joe onjoyed the 
Channel crossings Neither of us was affected by it altho it was called choppy. 
We each took half a dramamine tablet and that seemed to do the trick — we even 
had lunch on the boat. That stuff. makes me drowsy tho, so I slept most of the 
way ond also from Dieppe to Paris. 

I was really naa to get here! It. ‘ia, ‘wagtmer ‘and it is a really ‘pomibiful city. 
Contrasted to London's primmess and geometric bushes and flowerbeds,’ it hada 
lay-out which has a greater sweep -~-.and a liveliness and nervousness which we 
did not find' in England, In fact we have decided to stay here as-long as we can, 
It is a-city in which you can “walk endlessly,..at this titm-it has a very ‘inviting 
gir, Of course, we have seen only.a section of it...the Left Bank where we are 
now staying for $1.50 a nite’ (no breakfast), the: ia embers eet the 
Spat, the Louvre and a few other places. ©. ¥ 

Piceon' are higher than in England but we have yet to fina A: “vad meal ~ ‘at ony 

. price. To overything is added a "service" tharge s0 that our $1.50 room will 
probably come to more. The langhage is a problem <= the spoken word is almost 

. impossible to understand unless it is repeated slowly.. The written word we. do 
not have trouble with. As for expressing’ ‘ourselvés...it dis a sweating jobs : We 
discovered that when we contacted some Anarchists sontey ‘and were trying to ex- 
change ideas, It was not so hard wane we conteictod May's cousin and her husband 
but it still wey not easy. 


" Thave saved the most interesting for last: MAY DAY in Paris. 


When we emefcod from the hotel we ashen thatt’ everything pe a holsaay ry 
Flower sollers in the streets, shops closed, people going.to tho railway station 
for a day or wgckend somewhere. This soemed to be independent of any radical sen- 
timent. When wo arrived at the point of -departure for the Stalinist-CGT parade 
(the only ono), the Place de la‘Nation.was cfowded with watchers and the. parade 
had already startod.-: We tried to ‘catch up with the: front, but altho we tiade our 
way along “tho line of march,’ when we came- near the’ ond, the sidewalk was’ too 
jammed for us to push our way thra to a place where we could see the re¥iewing: 
stand, So we found a place along the aye and stood there for almost 3 hours in 
the rain. : ." 4 


It, was improssive to see so many people in a May aa demonstration, The people 
Lining the curbs 5 to 10 deep were also supporters of it, taking up tho slogans 
and songse However, it was depressing to see tho tri-color everywhero, ‘along 
with red flags baring the names of the CGT divisions, etc, The Stahinists now 

are coming dow vory heavy on patriotism and unity and the tone of the slogans 

was Vory mild. "Free Henry Martin" (soldier) and "Free Messali Hadj" (Algerian 39 
Nationalist leader) werg the 2 most often heard, The solidest and most wocif~ 
erous section was the Algerian and Tusisian nationalist group "Movement pour le- 
Triumphe des Libertes Democratiques", This:was the one section without red bann- 
ers ~ green is their color. The next largest secticn was the railroad workers. 
Civil service, teachers, students, metal-and steel workers were also ‘represented. 
6A fricnd informed us that the CGT has lost members and that shops exist where the 
najority have left the CGT but will follow its leadership in a strikos The Force 
Ouvriere has 1itl influence, He says there is en’ebb in CP influence also —. 

7 years ago the line of march,cf thé parade was 3 times as long). Anyway, it was 
a good humored rather than a militant mood -- except for the national section, 
Altho -the CP tried to limit the tone to one of immediate demands the *Intermat- 
ionale" -kept bréaking out and being picked up by other marchers and by the onlook~ 
ers, only to be drowned again by "Free Henry Martin" or "Free Messali®, LEvery- 
body and his brother seemed te be peddling a publication, * 


The parade was stretched out by all kinds of youth, children, athletes, young 


wi}= 


girl's groups, which had floats. Some of these athletes had on nothing but shorts 
and were shivering in the rain, This fancy stuff took up about an hour of the. 
time, The children carried slogans for peace and for schools.. The papers estima- 
ted that 22,000 werein the parade. / . 


Cops in helmets and police trucks were stationed at various side ‘streets about 
half a block from the line of march but none of them were along the sidewalks. 


There was no actual encounter that we noticed. 

May 18 ~~ Just a few notes to bring things: up to date: We contacted commnist anard . 
chists with a healthier approach than usual to workers! movements, For example, 
didn't condemn May 1 parade out of hand because of Stalinist influence; support 
movements of CGT members; support thé liberation of French colonies, But scem 
concpetely tail-endist.’ Opinion of them and Socialism or Barbarism group ig that 
working class now is in recoil from previous high point. oak 





Recent Renanlt strike: workers in Dept 74 struck; demands were for slow-down temo+ 
3 weeks payd vacation, social security rights for Azgerian workers, 25 francs on 

the hour, Renault shut down factory, locked out all workers, brought police in to 
occupf the joint. Our contacts tell us that the union leaders of the 5 unions at 

R, unified into a united strike committee, did nothing about the strike, ‘issued 

no directives, did not try. to, spread it, agreed to workers returning to work with- 
out any change in conditions and not any demands granted. We are told OGI ‘has lost 
influence but apparently the. workers are’ at a level where they strike readily with- . 
out a tight organization. The day ‘after the return to work at Renault, 3 leaflets. 
were being-distrituted.on the question of the strike. 


The CP has sufficierit fnfluence to call stoppages on bus & metro lines (thru the 
unions) which inconvenience (as we found out!) or nag the authorities; however 
only about half responded to the last metro quickie. Signs of OP influence are in 
evidence in chalked up slogans, mostly "U.S. Go Home" cr "Down with the Americans"! 
as well as "Free Mess. Ali", "L'Humanite! & various posters are pasted up in var- 
ious places, The city here has boardings where political progezanda may be pasted 
up, as woll ad ads. as ; : 

Everything is calculated here in hundreds and thousands of francs which to me is 
quite confusing. (350 frances to the dolar, except for Americen Express cheeks 
which are worth 370 francs to the dollar -- lucky us!) Howover what litl info. we 
have gleaned is that $22 a week is the top wage at Renault - this-is earned by a. 
milling machine operator. Rent is cheap by our standards ~ $9-$20 a month are 

2 sums we know of; bat even the $9 is that of a white collar worker's ayprtment.’ __ 
This does not include coal nor any facilities such as hot water, Except for bread, 
food is relatively high:-4 lb, cheese, 1 1b. chérries, 2 1b. salt, 5 rolls cost us‘ 
$1.50 the other nite, estaurant meals have been from $2 to $3 for 2, One package 
of Kleenex is $1. Rw —_ : ‘ 


Clothing prices are a litl higher-than in the U.S, — we have not been to tho ritzy . 
shopping district as we are on the Left Bank, quite near the Seine, and qite glad 
to be away from the tourist centers, Of course there are tourists here too but 
they are mostly students, occasional: soldiers on’ leave, etc, On the nite of the 
transportation tie-up, we bumoed.into a soldier in civvies who was glad to’share a 
cab with us; his main complaint was:the food’- he loves steak and the French don't 
know how to cook it. It developed-that he had-asked for a hamburger & had gotton 
served raw meat with a raw egg on top and some raw onion; apparently it is eaten 
that way because we saw someone order it and thon mash it all up -and eat it with 
gusto; it is to ‘be distinguished on the méiu from biftek hachi, which is ¢ooked. 
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«12. 
Letters From Germany 


17 July 536 Kar2sruhe, written while Joe was bathing at ‘the Rheinstrandbad (not 
exactly in the Rhine, but a lagocn off of- it). cr 


Fully how the East-West struggle is never long forgttten. Even in such a peaceful- 
seeming semietourist town, you come up against it. Yesterday, sitting in the city 
park, waiting. for Joe to get our valise from the railroad station where he had 
checked it, I was doing a crossword puzzle, when the woman sitting next to me asked 
in German what time it was. Seeing I couldn't speak (for once!) sho immediately 
repeated it-in English.- Then she asked if I were working the puzzle for fun or for 
a contest. When I told her, she remarked that it mst be hard, so I answered, No, 
etc, and that what she was-doing -- sewing a hem on a-flowered skirt -- seemed har-* 
der to mee She immediately agreed that she didn't like it either, but said she had 
to do ite She added that.she wos a refugee from the east - Rostock and bad come 
just before the June 15-17 events, Of course, I wanted to hear all about. life 
therc and she wanted to use her English and we had a eonfersation going. 


What I gleaned:. Her husband -- from whom she is divorced -- was a.professor and 

the head of some institute in Rostock (neurology-psychology). His material situa- 
tion was good: they (this included her & their 3 children, 14,16, 18) had extra 
food allotments, ete. .However he was not an SED member and "they" began to press 
him to join, and to de other things about’ which she was not clears Finally, they 
accused him of bringing "cases" before his classes who were making anti~govt. prop- 
agenda. The crowning touch was the disopvery-in the institute library of his book, 
dedicated.to Hitler -- this last she claimed meant nothing, “Anyway, after insisting 
that she and the children leave tco, he made for Leipzig: end then crossed over "for 
vacation, 


Sho also picked, up and lit out,claiming-to be on holiday, She was stopped at one 
point and questioned by Vokkspolizisten for 20-mimtes, Noting that all her house- 
hold goods. wore:with her, they tried to get her to admit that she was leaving, 
claiming that no harm would come to her. She refused and“they let her go. She was 
flown to Frankfurt (I think) from W. Berlin;-she thought very highly of the treate 
ment she received althe she did not know exactly who was responsible.. 


Questioned by me on clothing, food, cultural life, general atmosphere and whether ~ 
outside reports were not exaggerated, sho replied that. exaggeration was imossible 
and gave me some-deteils of living: Fats are very scarce. in the east. For her 
youngest’ she-would get 4 litre of whcle milk on ‘one ‘day and 4 litre of skim mill. 
the next, and combine them. She would try to get clother or material from friends 
in the west or in the U.S, The local theatre put.on plays with boy-meets=girl 
themes, but the 2 did not get together until they’had done thier bit for the 5 
year plan. Music while well, performed was: limited, to Shostakevich & other Russian 
composerse Her-main complaint was that life was dull and-she and her friends felt 
insecuro as they did not know when they were being watched. diy FS ; 


She said. several times that her friends in the west and U.Ss were woll»fixed. She 

herself had been doing some graphology work. in connection with: psychology. Now 

she was going to work as a housekeeper in Heidelberg, with: the intention of studying 
typing & stenography. When she spoke of packages reteived:from, her NY friends, she 
became mistyeeyed. It was like a life-line, she said, and added meaningly that . 
others whould realize the value of ‘it. ts 4 te Fog ct : Stee nak Caataae 


I asked hor if pressure was put, on her: kids. to Join a youth group,: and she replied 
that this had ocured once in relation to her youngest; but. her husband had gone to 
the authorities, "explaining": that: the boy. had. some internal disease which neces- -° 
itated his keeping quiet and that he himself did not kmow this, They laid 6ff. 


ekse 


She cut off the conversation, ‘saying ‘she had to go, and we wished each other good 
luek, Whether she, was due somewhere or got atarmed at being questioned, or saw 
that I was not. completely sympathetic, I do not kmow. She was a likable person 
who seemed to mean harm to no one but who would resent any change in her modus 
viventi, Whether she would make any great effort to understand why changes ocured 
id doubtful.” She struck me ‘as a type who perhaps could be drawn into social’ move- 
ment, like many other sympathetic, "educeted" petty bourgeois. Certainly the eco- 
nomic problems were not ‘what worried her most -- she had not needed to work as her 
husband gave her enuf for the 4 of them, Her immediate antecedents were bourgeois 
-- her grandfather had endowed an institute for research, 


I am not trying to evaluate life in the east zone on the basts of. her report -- 
and I hope nobody else does. ‘She does bear out one contention; that a portion of 
the refugses are bourgeois or petty bourgeois. ‘As for the deadness of life, that 
is observable in west Berline too — and the U.S, for that matter, It seems to 
me to be a product of terror instituted by the ruling power. Naturally if one is 
in agreement with a govt. palicy and sees a purpose to it, one will find more in- 
terest in Tife. However, as IF have dlready said, one cannot specilate too mch 
on one woman's story. The S-Bahn (Berlin city railroad, eastern owed) worker to 
whom Joe spoke had a different grievance: Anything of his combined earnings and 
pension which totaled over 300 marks was frozen in the east sector; he had either 
to spend it’ there or to save it (with the fear that he might never see it again). 


Freiburg, 23 July 53, our last stop in Germany: For the future and for the interest 
of any friends who contemplate travel, I have tried to estimate what daily expenses 
are, even tho we have not been making as close an observation as in France or Eng- 
land, and do not have material on wages, except for a few figures like 303 DM take- 
home pay for a school-teacher, 394 for the railway worker, 268 for a postal worker 
-- all per month. 


We were able to live qn $6-$8 a day, not counting travel money, This included 3 
meals a day, varying from $1-$2 per meal:for both of us, with an occasional moal of 
bread, cheese & fruit, and an occasional free meal. Yesterday was market day. with 
stands set up all around the cathedral, mostly fruits and vegetables. Here wo. 
each got a hot dog--a long warst with a small roli wrapped around its midl for 123 
cnets each, : Mirabelles, a cherry-like fruit, only larger, probably a erofting of 
some kind, were 94¢ for 1 and 1 tenth lbs, This would be the mid-day meal, togéth- 
er with a sPick of some kind -- women everywhere carry small bags or baskets and 
at any hour you may see someone munching on the contents thereof, In fact, we 
have seen that in our 3rd class travels most people take along food and stop at a 

. restaurant for a drink or soup, rarely for a regular meal. 


Hotel rooms have been $2-$3 a nite, usually with hot running water, sometimes with- 
out. They can be-had even cheaper depending on one's knowledge of their Location 
and on the city. Incidentally, we have found that it makes all the difference to 
arrive at a place where we ‘already have been the address of a cheap hotel, or where 
we have contacts who will tell us about one. (We are carefully keeping a list of 
same). In the big cities, prices are naturally higher, A couple of soldders, Can- 
adian, enlisted men, with whom we had a drink in Hanover toid us that what had 
seemed chem to us was expensive for the population and that outisde this city, 
costs were mach lower, ‘We picked them up while we were watching them playing a 
slot machine, and they wanted to pay for the drinks, Also on the but going thru 
the Schwar-wald, a dame from Milwaukee was complaining that at Karlsruhe she, her 
hushand and lit] girl had to pay $1.75 for a room without rumning water; in a small 
town, she said, they had gotton one with water, for $1.50. 


Wine, alas, is almost twice as expensive as it is in France, and coffee and tea 
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tovelvin more “alas) are gis very nigh + 1§¢ @ cup in whites thet has a 2-course 
meal for 45 or 50¢, Bread is usually not ate gag and. is added to the bill if you ah 
ask for ie ; 


In eunrnt he eatin’ of: living is néarest to the U.S. that we have seen so far, 

Tebhnology, triumphant! “Even tho cars, clothes, radios, etc, are scarcer,’ When we 

went to a swimming pool, maintained’ at the edge of town for vacationers, sitting at ~ 
a restaurant, looking down over it, _I-'suddenly realized with plensure that there 

on not: a ‘single: radio. yacking -- evitty one seemed active, and even having fun, 

but no artificial noise. The I did a double-take and noticed another pleasant 

feature -— no luminous. bathing suits! That is one think I simply cannot visualize 

in Germany anyway. Men walk around “ti shorts, ee “ie overgrown Voys, but 

they will never wear luminqus. ‘sccks ae: Beye) 

We are sont the iste of ‘the ‘Black Forest Haee,: dati ited? “The trip thru the BF 

was not’all it is cracked up to be, altho the bus had the nicest musical horn ~ 

which it tooted at. all. stopping. ‘placed’ $o announce its arrival, quite like the 

stage coach of yore, . The mail bus which’ we ‘were on ‘takes-a very. winding route up 

ant -dround tho mountains, and.from time to time you get.a lovely Views Somd spots ° 

aré-éovered with nothing. but. pines and hemlocks, ‘the forest. primeval. But there fs. 

also mich farming territcry. I can iniagine & farmer from: Indiana. wondering what 

those crazy bastards are doing on the side of a mountain, Rain, which has, been , 

pretty frequent this BHR obscured some. of the view. 


We hdd a meh better view from ‘Schawinsland (126 metres: Bae or g ‘Chicago blocks; 
I am informed) which we "climbed" by calbe cat from-Freiburg. It is quite a ride 
up. Prom the top, can. be seen very faintly in’ the distance the _snow-covered tops 
of the Atyss At first they look like cloud formations and then. you begin to be con- 
vinced there are really mountings thataway. ‘There is even- a sun-dinl-like structure 
which shows you.in. which,direction are Jungfrau, Mont Blanc, .ctc.-- like Lookout ©’ 
Mt. (even the same name - ‘Scheninslavd) which has a view of 7 states. Actually 

the view is swell, in spite of the labels. : the y Peet 


Freiburg itself is a ei eukiahe town, very dptok! a span looking =~. too mich so, until, 
againg as you go thru the town you see ruins everywhere behind the facade. This 
town really ‘got flattened out and is being rebuilt: very -slowty. This is in the 
French sector and-evidently France has nut very 1itl mcney into her zone. The 
people seem friendly; in fact have scemed so all over Germany, by and large, but: 
if I get tired of seeing. soldiers in khekt wares? We £0» 2 ee they must be™ 
“plenty we of: it.: ‘ sag 


Yell, we teow’ for Basel, in an hour, then for Sctaiver. witinaces We'l1 take’ a gander ~ 
at ‘the ‘sconery, and finally, reach Milan -- our trek there seems to have stretched’ 
out, ‘but since we have to dug. 11,_ we might as wee: be in one place as another. 


Impressions of” ‘Berlin, July s thea’ ts 3953 
This city is split in 2 ani the visitor’ is never” ekisesd $5 forget it, The route 
one may take on the, streetcar or subway, the headlines in the papers, the conversa- 
tions with acquaintances concerning, wages, ‘houvs, conditions, any general subject-— 
everything is conditioned by the division between West Berlin & Bast Berlin, 


The political boundary lines began to assume an overwhelming importence in daily 
life with the initiaticn of the new currensy by the Allies in 1948, They carried 
out a unilateral currency reform which eave W. Germany and W. Berlin a hard cur- 
rency while E, Germany continuel with e soft one. As can be imagined, speculation 
was rife and the economy badly disrunted. Both businesses and individuals tried 


to buy for eastmarks and sell for westmarks, Small businesses in the western sec- 
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tors of Berline suffered, The EB sector began to be denuded cf goods, To stop 
this flow of goods to the west, Russia clamped down the bleokade which in turn 
oecasiond the Allied airfift. 


After the settlement of the blockade, the workers on the S-Bahn (city railroad 
controld by the E Berlin govt.) struck, demanding their pay in the new westmarks. 
They won an agreement that 60% of ‘their wages would be paid in the new currency, 
In additéon, the W. city govt. allows workers working in the E sector and living 
in the west to change up to 300 eastmarks of their monthly wage into westmarks on 
al for 1 bases by applying to a magistrate, On the free market,the 2 marks fluc- 
tuated in value, finally coming to a relationship of 5 to 1 in favor'of the west- 
mark, 

Last January, at the border between the 2 sectors, baggage inspection was begun. 
By this spring, the split in the city was refZected in every sphere of life: 2 
currencies; 2 price scales; 2 wage scales; a barrier to free passage between the 
2 sectors; even the barring of newspapers of each side from circulation in the 
other’ zone. : ; 


1. West Berlin: To an American, what is striking is the amount of money tthe U.S, 
has given to fight the cold war, In fact W Berlin seems more like a military out- 
post than a political city, Or, as a friend put it, the Allies are maintaining 

it as a show window for the Bast, and Exhibit A for western (read U.S.) "democracy", 
Altho the city govt. ig nominally Social. Democratic, no independent socialist prop 
aganda ‘appears: Its policy is freely equated with that cf the U.S. The papers 
appearing here include a U,S. backed Neue Zeitung as well as other publications 


less openly supported by the U.S. 


Fresh from England and France where we had some relief:from.the type of propaganda 
pounding us at home, we were aware of the change in.political atmosphere. as soon 
as we hit'Germany, We felt almost as if we were back on home territory, Ih Ber- 
lin it is even more pronounced. Some examles of the pohitical climate: 

~ Someone told us he knew a journalist who was making a living by writing 
anti-commnist articles. He said that this journalist would like. to do other sub. 
jects but had to write what was currently accpetable -in order to se#l his work, 

~ When we asked what the sentiment on the Rosenberg case was, we we're told 
by one fellow that "most people" were angry at.the pontponements of théir execution. 

~- We went, with some other people, to look at Patsdammer Platz where the burn- 
ing of the E Berline dept, store had taken place on June 17,., The stfeets leading 
up to-it on the western side are dead -- stores closed, no people, policemen’ guard- 
‘ing the boundary line. On the other side of the street could be seen some soad-— 
iers at east. On our escort explaining to the.cops that we were American visitors, 
we were allowed to go right up to the line where.2. more cops were standing. One 
offered binoculars to us to look across. Immediately one of the soldiers took 
out: apair and lookd back. "Ooh", exclaimd a lady in our party, "they are looking 
‘at us thru glasses} ‘They're looking for spies", , 

~ We were invited to meet several young people involvd in a satirical journal 
issued for free distribution in EB Berlin, dedicated to the. exposure of Communism. 

' The contributors are undoubtedly gifted but the type of propaganda is strictly 
anti-red, It is a 3-color job and makes use of red freely to represent all that 
is bad in the east. Knowing living conditions are poor here, we were surprised 
‘to see such:an expensive print.job and I asked how much one issue costs? "50,000 
‘(west)marks", Approximately, $12,500.: "Who pays for. it?" "The American military 
authorities probably", :This bethers our young friends not a bit. We got into a 
discussion of the line of the organ which presents no positive alternative, and 
by default implies that conditions are basically different in the west. But we 
.made.no headway-- the presentation of a class viewpoint or of the need to struggle 
against capitalism is not important t o them, 44- ; ; 
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- Another publicetion, openly financed by the v. Bef appears with the cover “° 
of an eastern publication tc enabl B Berliners to safely: read it on’ the train, ~ 
The propaganda here is in a serious vein: ‘On the next-to-last -page of a 1952. issue 
was full-page foto of the body of.a girl *rapd ana marderd by the Russians! ~ in 
1946, The U,S. army as the protector of Buropean womenhood! 45 a oF Wes 

ay 5 Net : i 3 
When we came, and for the next, week, thé June’ 7 events: in: the: eastern: zone. were: 
being featured here all the time, The dapers’ ‘Livd. an headlines about ite Only: + 
these last few days have other tepies begun’ to" replace -the scare- “stuffa “Despite: 
all the omfasis, however, the original aspect of the demonstrations -- workers! 
refusal to obey: a ‘speedup order -~, has been buried under.tons of propaganda. about’ 
the horrors of commnism. The western city govt. made a. tremendous show ed sorrow 
for the victims, naturally making: political capital for western "democracy". (How 
democratic cana city govt. get when it is under the shadow bel 3 imeriel, ist, oceup+” 
ying armies?) aes 1 S64 





One would think that aseries cf. ‘ieee’ danenivtreksvee ‘eae onecurage those who. 
say they oppose oppression in the east; Yet they seem only to have made the Seog: 
we met more useasys; There is agitated: talk’ about the terribl Russians andnone 

at all about the workers who did something about these "terribl Russians", There 
is an attitude of defertism in this divided and occupied country and a hope that 
American military and economic power will protect them from Russia. This fear 

of Russia is shard. by diverse elements. =~ Sotial Democrats, - exsStalinists, white 
guardists, German nationalists, and. workers who Live’, in. the: west and work in the 
east. As Berlin is in the midst of: ‘Rusgtan-oécupted Germany. it ig easy to play 
on a feeling of .uneasinéss'-- which the ‘westein powers do to the ‘full -- and to 
divert attention from the poor condi tions sid bi aceal ‘in the. western half vf ‘the city. 


There are about 250,000° unemployed i w savitny out of a ep lueied of over 2., 

million, Evidences of hardship are seen in small things .such as: -persons “taking, 
along sandwiches when they visit friends; ‘a Saisctission as. ‘60 “whether subway fare, 
is 20 or 25 pfennigs:(a’ ‘dif fererice of I¢ Jor ig - trans ated santa: UWS. ‘wage-price . Hou 
relations), The restaurants seam never-to: fiIl “up; generally,’ only oné.or two =) - 








others will be there when we’ aro, Theienp who lent us the: binoculars ab Potsdammer cleft 


Pl. wanted to know if an experienced: lecksmith could get a.jod in’ the Uys." He, yall Y 
evidently joined the police forge because he ‘deuld’ find no-work in his teat :He-- 
askedus also about trade unions in the UsS. ‘and couldnat untested ‘that the 

unions did not have a’ socialist oprty ph their: heed, fg eit +e 


Housing of course is scarce altho, meh roilaing and Prine iaite gone én. 3 
Ruins are still widely in evidence; at first one is struck by the-newness, but ‘iat 
emppy buildings or parts of tyi ldings become: move noticeable; .one' notices also 

how much internal rebuilding has teen done} finally, the bullet-holes on the sides 
of buildings. You can get an idea of, the-extent ‘of destruction also ftom the num- 
ber of green spots. Pane war ‘formerly. “speeder and are now. eriuave wild. 


The cop was by no means the ‘only one "jnterestea in life in the U.S, The living 
conditions plus propaganda for the American way have resulted in dream-picture of 
how we live. Exaggerated ideas of .conveniences, etc. are rife, When we were sit- 
ting around in a friend's flat.on a hot nite someone asked us; "You have automatic 
cooling in your apartment, don't you?". And this was a man who was not taken in 

ty Voice of America propaganda; he had simply been given a false picture of living 
conditions, When we visited the U,S.-maintained Amerika Haus in Berlin (and Mun~ 
ich too) we saw how it was done. Photografs are on display showing. typical modes 
of living: In Berlin where there is a series of pictures showing the interior of 
a new frame house, the shots are so angled that you never see the whole room, the- 
shoddy "moderne" furniture shows up better than it is, and the unpavd walks in 
this housing development are discreetly ignered. One thing, however, America can- 


17s 
“mot live down, It is known as the land of the speedup! 


ll. Events of June 16-& 17: From conversations with several people, and from the 
press, we have tried te. construct a-picture of the events, In this surchargd-at- 
mosphere, however, all happenings are distorted into aspects of the cold war, The 
rulers of the east,charge that fnscists and provocateurs started the demonstra- 
tions. The rulers 68 the west say that they were sponéaneous demonstrations for 
western democracy and specifically for the W Berlin govt. Undoubtedly, workers 
were protesting a govt. order. Undoubtedly, the red flag which flies from the 
Brandenburger Tor was removed and the W German flag was run up in its place, On 
the other hand, we have been told that unemployed and members of the Socialist 
youth from W Berlin went over to lead a demonstration, Our interest is to sppar- 
ate the working class content from the. political capital which the W German bour- 
geoisie and the Allies are trying to make of these events, ; 


Russia's dismantling and lifting factories for reparations payments resulted in a 
driving of the workers to increase production to restore the economy, From what 
we gather, piecework is the general rule, In line with this policy, the govt. of 
the eastern sector issued an order on June 15 that. workers mist produce more or 
suffer a corresponding pay cut, Sensitive to the mood of the workers, the SED 
protested this order andit was withdrewn.. The withdrawal however was too late to 
prevent the outbreak of a huge storm ofprotest.' 


On June 16, construction workers on-a building project on Stalinallee struck and 
started a demonstration which mshroomed in a few hcurs to include thousands of 
people, These continued the next day. Some groups of workers resumed their strike 
at 7 AM and the. movement became general at the 9 AM (second breakfast" break. Sev- 
eral large. groups.of strikers converged on Alexander Platz and massd in front of 
the SED central hdq, On the other side of the square, a contingent of soldiers and 
Volkspolizei were drawn.up, The demonstrators, yelld for the §ED officials to come 
out of the building and these, believing that they would be protected by the pres~ 
ence of the military, came down to talk to the crowd. The demonstrators, however, 
beat them up while the soldiers and police didnothing to stop this. : 


From Alexander Platz, the demonstrators began to move to the govt. center to the 
southwest, Police blockd the shortest approach to this district by holding the 
bridges, Consequently, the major part of the crowd moved nortawest thru a working 
class quarter and then tumed south. A group of SED youth who attempted to stop 
the march were defeated and dispersed. Meanwhile workers from Henningsdorf—~an - 
industrial suburb northwest of Berlin—-had also struck and started a march to the 
govt.. offices thru the French séctor,. They were warmly greeted in the working 
class area of the French sector and some workers joined the demonstration, (These 
workees were unhinderd by bosses or police in the western sector, apparently,) By. 
the early afternoon of June 17, the govt. quarter was being flooded by demonstra- 
tors from 3 directions. At this time, the BE, German govt.-proclaimed martial law 
and a curfew and brought in a column of tanks and troqaps from camps lying to the 
east of the city. However, the demonstrators would not disperse on the mere show 
of force, The military units (possibly they were Hast Zone Volkspolizei) fired 
on the crowds to break up the demonstration. By 9 PM the armed forces had dis- 
persed the crowds and had worked their way up to the border of ,W. Berlin, 


Several instances ‘of the Volkspolizei's refusing to fire on demonstrators and 
joining the crowd were reported. On Potzdammer Plats ine partially restord build- 
ing where the govt. higher-priced stores are, the Vono had a unit of 6 men. When 
the store was surrounded by:a large group of workers, the 6'men.threw away. their 
arms end uniforms and joined the crown. Some army men also refused.to fire on 
demonstrators. Later, the govt. disbanded 3/4 of the local Vopo and calld up 
others from out of town who were kept in barracks. 


+ 











June 18 ree ‘21, rn of thé workers-who had struck did not gé back to work... 
Then, production. in the East Zone" gradually returned to pre-strike lévels«: On the 
day that the. border in Berlin was again opend, July 9, the press again reported: 
that vase ia somos were = a ala but there was no further: wheeler on’ 
this, es eS ae. sia : A : wee? rod 
111 A Walk in: the. meataehs ‘gcdtont On’ Toly: Bth we read in the Herald GEA nite that 
there was more trouble, in R, Berlin: Strikes, slowdowns, the replacing of Yolks-" 
polizei by: Army..men with tommy ‘guns; We began to despair of the possibility. Ox! 5 
going into the eastern sector, figuring that now all entry, would be bard,’ altho 

9 control points bad already been onéned... Harly on July 9th, however,’ we sew in 
the W Borlin Telograf, under a headline which gave the opposite impression, that. 
the border was officially, opend to ‘atl few-free. passage. This paper also reported © 
unrest thraout E Germany but nade olgar that the eatin men" were out-of-town Vokks- . 
polizei in khaki. oe : 

This was‘ all- we were. Valting: Fors ‘By 930°we were on the S-Bafin which is eee . 
the EB city and whichmns into ity “Naturally, after all the terribl stories of. 
life and work here, we were on the bookout for.signs of extfeme poverty and: of 
untest -~ and just.as maturally we douhdn't find them, We cbserved human beings,. 
mostly housewives. in cotton dressés, going on about thier business. The peopl 
were perhaps. more poorly’ dressd than those-we have been seeing but'we are in a. 
nidieghane, snlgiedi and B Berlin is. largely a workers! ainteiot. 


What'.did: cas aah was the presence: of: anes slogans everywhere, about peace, ¥ 
freedom, etc, in.the German Deninoratic Republic... A giant red bannet stretched 
across one building had ‘4n White ‘lettering: "Marx was great because-he was correct 
~~ Lenin" (Or. words.to that effect). This prefeund idea was repeated several 
times on other buildings.” We made for the Stalinallee station because on this 
street were the construction’ projects-on which the strikes had started. Descending 
from the S~bahn, we Mere greeted by a mee picture of Stalin on which was dome ref- 
erence to Bier: undying. ereqttioss, , hs . 
Thus ‘fortified, we. can @ ‘out onts the whitest end were Lauodistely Siacthies by Feed : 
pleasant aspect. It is a boulevard. with greenery and ‘new-looking houses. jeces a 
of general propaganda . are tackd up ail slong:-the way, as well as in the side “ 
streets which wo explord a litl. There are.also various military: proclamations, 
One, dated June-17, preclaimd a curfew, prohibited gatherings of more than 3 per- 
sons-and establishd martial law: this was-due, it said, to the disturbances incit- 
ed by’ fascists,’ agents of the imperialists and provecateurs. Another, dated July _ 
8, informd tho public of the lifting of-the blocade and again referd to saboteurs, 
eté « who had-tried to disrupt: the peaceful | work in E Berlin, We were struck by 
the meaningless use of red éverywhere =- always before it had signified either op- 
position to an: existing govt. or to world capitdism. Here it is used-only to help 
the govt. Rad tinge were even flying from two cranes in- operation ona ie 
job. ec ; 


On the side.streets, where refacing has act teen done, some of the buildings look 
pretty bad’ m= despite the ever-present. window. boxes of gereniums, Small shops, 
many of which were closd or’ empty; ‘Bave an impression of deadness. The quality of 
the goods” displayd was peor and this also added to* the depressing aspect. Sheee, 
for-examl, wore made of heavy, clumsy soles, paper insdles; very few were of 
leather. In the U.S. "casual shoes" are of not. muchbetter quélity but are designed 
to look better, Here shoddy looks like shoddy. Clothing also was of poor quality 
and designe Prices are high. vr 


Back on Stalinallee, we came to a school with a bulletin board in front, On this 
was a program for a 4-day -uting and menu for all 4 days, which neatly listed in 
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typed columns the food ‘and the weight of each portion. The ‘largest item in each 
meal was either tread or potatoes. "Milk -- 200 er." was listed once, We passed 
a store displaying clothing. Short-sleevd angora pullovers were $12, Going in, 
we noticd that the place was poorly lit and confirmd later that electricity is 
short. A notice issued by the govt. last Nov. was prominently displayd: It stresa 
the fact that speculators from the west. wer'w ‘stil coming an and trying to rob the 
people of their labor ‘and decreed that’ for this renson goods should be sold only 
to inhabitants of the east sector. 


Houses on each side of the bouktevard are being rebuilt a block at a time, The 
finishd products are 8-story building, only one or two to a blocks Govt. stores 
are on the street level and apartments are above. They appear to be wel-designed 
but our western friends say the materials are poor, In the entryways aro the 
names of the house committees cf 5; there was an announcement of a house meeting 
in one. 


We kept looking at the articles displayd in the HO stcres (govt.-maintahnd shops 
where ordinarily raticned, gocds may be. bought ‘at higher prices). Item: Frozen 
fish from Iceland with its package printed in English. Item: Typewriters -- the 
Cheapest, a portable, 350-m; an office type machine, 1250 m ($310). ‘Item: A larg 
pictur of Marx and a statement: that: he was' the bést leader of the German peopl 
(not for sale). Food prices, tho, are. chesper than those in We. Berlin. In a 
meat store, we read a notice ecndemning the June 17 demonstrations as the work of 
‘provocatours and f&iscists; it said in nart: "The weapons of werkers do not include 
cans of benzine and phosphorus bombs such as were thrown by tho fascists"! (Very 
free translation), 

Finally, the building project. Larg loudspeakers wer affixd to posts at intervals 
down the block, These gave forth a march that sounded like a stcam Calliope, 
followd by some singing, and then violin msic. Muzak for building workers -~ 
socialism in the east zonel Work seemd to be in ful progres. On the scaffoldings 
on each side of the street were signs, again white lettrs on a red background. 

One reads "Fulfilld! We work, Building workers sections ---", The other: "Our 
leadership has granted the demands of the building workers...we work", 





From this point on, Stalinallee presented a very impressiv sight. The whole thing 
is new’ Big buildings on each side of the street, new good-looking lam posts 
(there speaks a sensitive Chicagonn!), new pavement. We turnd off againand found 
that the retuilding was not ecnfind to tke boulevard. There wer several blocks 
of new houses that wer not so pretenticus as those on the boulevard. 


By this time it was noon and we wer tired, We sat down on the stone parapet of a 
flight of stairs leading into one of the new buildings tc observ a queue which 

had formd in front of the food stores, but we couldn't find out what the line was 
for. A coupl of building workers in dusty work cloths and woodn mules stopd a 
third man in front of us to get lites for their cigarettes, The 2 stood chatting 
and smoking for a minute and then one showd the other a botl of wine he had bought, 
Finally they ambld off, clumsy in their wooden miles, Down the dlock, a pair of 
Volkspolizei, one in blue, one in khaki, stood by the curb with their rifles slung 
over their backs and nobody paying them mich overt attention, This was the 2nd 
pair we had scen -- the first were both in khaki, tommy guns in evidence. 


We began to et hungry and thirsty and wer facd with the problem of returning to 
the west zone as we had only westmarks on us and could neither eat hore nor buy a 
subway ticket. The nearest point of western democrady was in the U,S. sector 
(where else?) so we headed for it, passing a very swell-locking railway depot. 
The boundary line lay on the other side of a canal, As we approachd the bridg, 
we pasd a jeepBul of khaki-clad Vopos, and then a large tent to one side of the 
bridg in which some Vopos wer barrackd, Several more pairs were on the bridg and 
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the bridg appraaches. | No one aia more than laok 7? us ~- we wer of course not 
, the enly ones crossing. Nc obvious stares, no suspiciotis lcoks, despite dire 
“warnirnigs which we had receivd before we set cut. Crossing the bridg, wo paad a 
woman coming from the cther direction with shopping bag full of potatoes (appar- 
ently this is permittd). We knew we were safe when we saw the boundary sign ann- 
ouncing that we wer entering: the U,S, sector and could carry arms only while on’ 
duty; this’mesgagé wos »rinted in’English, French..and Russian. In German there 
was only ofé line saying-that we were entering. the U.S, zone, 
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" Only the Workers! Revolution can 
Demolish the Monster American State " 


The naval arm, indispensable tool of .imperialism is surplanted by the develop- 
ment, of avaition, Specifically, it is the air-arm which has superseded the battle- 
ships.. The second world war was“said to be the last word in the development of 
battleships: that colossus of the Sea, which by now, is a proof of weakness, not of 
naval. supremacy. For the future the ship-yards will not build any more battleships 
» useless for modern wars.of air-fleets which land on the decks of aircraft—carriers. 


THe continuous development of productive technique has inevitable repercussions 
on the military technique: a principle expressed by Napoleon one~hundred and fifty 
years agot "The nature of arms---its distribution--decides the composition of the 
army, its plan of ' campaign, -ling of march, positions, order of battle, location of 
fortified towns. It is this which establishes the basic difference between war in 
antiquity and modern war", ' It-4is to the honor of Napoleon that he was a principled 
materialist in understanding the relationship of arms to military organization. 

His greater comparative realism: hurt the vanity of the generals who opposed him, 
who attitbuted solely to his genius the brilliant victories over the coalition cap-~ 
tained by England, But--what causes bring abcut at times a radical transformation 
of the "nature of arms" in .a brief pertod? Marxism, here intervenes to clarify and 
resolve the question. Since final victory is not due to military adversary, nor 

to a local or general war, the leadership of a single nation, nor coalition of 
states, to what is the final. meobory due? The answer which finds easy agreement 
seems the most powerful, 


But when we deepen, the consent of the military force of the state nine out of 
ten describe the mofal qualities of nations, the traditions of peoples, the sage- 
city and astuteness 6f governments, the genius of commanders. Without a doubt, the 
subjective conditions and the ability With which governments succeed in profiting 
from the particular tendencies. and prejidices of their subjects are an important 
factor, tut, along with the rest are determiined by material factors of social dev- 
elopment. To the crowd of know~fothings, the sole minor oar major powar over the 
disposal of arms and their preparation rests in the military force of the State, 


"Power", wrote Engels in Anti-Duhring! “is not a simple act of willy but re- 
quires for its dxecution great preliminary preparation, particularly in arms-the 
dest in quality (in our time--the aircraft carrier) to conquer the less perfected 
(the battleship, the heavy cruiser, the destroyer). Moreover, these arms must be 
manufactured, Once this is said, nevertheless, the possessor of. the most perfected 
arms, venquishes the possessor of the less perfected arms, In a word, the victory 
of power ig founded on production in gerieral, on economic power, on economic con- 
ditions, on the ability to dispose of the material means of existence," 


To remain within the imperialist. epoch; two world wars confirmed the Marxist 
thesés that the military victory of the State 1s. based on economic power,on the 
capacity for the production of the most perfected arms. For two years, the U.S. 
and England, were pressed with their shoulders to the ground, by an economically 
inferior power, in ‘spite of the-combativity of the majority of their troops, and 
the superior technical preparation of the majority of the States that finally won 
over their common enepy. As for the present, what is the relation of forces be- 
tween the DEPART participants in an eventual ‘third world war? 


ndocesietme the Napoleonic s uielln the major States of most of the mili- 
tarily important powers,.are working radical changes of technique, strategy and tac- 
tics, creating a truly recognized superiority. of aviation over thé navy of the old 
type. The functions of the battleships, heavy cruisers, destroyers, is definitely 
transferred to: aircraft carriers, The aircraft carrier has taken over the protec- 
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tion of convoys from ambush by submarines, from bombardment by shappshooters, made 
up of enemy naval forces. It has taken over the protection of defensive prepara- 
tions of industry, transport and communtcations as well as anti-aircraft defense 
against enemy assquit, The aircraft-carrier has greater speed and a mich vaster 
range of action, For example; recently the government announced the American air- 
craft carrier anchored at Naples had convoyed ships carrying atomic bombs for more 
than 700 miles and return to the point of departure, Compared to the air-arm, the 
battleship, for range of sudden attack is like the bow and arrow in comparison to 
a shot-gun. The superior fire power (the carrier of 45,000 tonnage of the class 
"Coral Sea" and "Franklin Roosevelt" belonging to the 6th fleet bused at Naples 
are endowed with 120 atomic atrcraft; greater offensive and defensive ability, 
greater velocity for attack, interception and assault, turbo-engines for anti- 
submarine patrol, bi-motored for atomic bombardment, radar to detect naval and 
aircraft, radio-guided missiles with atomic war-heads and an imposing number of 
fire~arms of small and medium calibre for close range rapid fire) these are the 
characteristics which make the aircraft carrier a formidable arm with a terrific 
destructive capacity, almost invulnerable, Certainly no war on sea or land repre- 
sents instruments of war more perfected than the production technique which the 
present conditions permit, Whoever possesses the aircraft carrier dominates the 
sea and the lines of communication between the continents. 


In consideration of the superiority of the aircraft carrier in comparison to the 
traditional naval armaments, the first place in the scale of world naval power is 
held by the UpS.: 4 battleships, 29 aircraft carriers, 19 heavy cruisers, 248 des- 
troyers, 149 submarines. The second place-~either Russia or England, Certainly 
Russia possesses a greater number of surface vessels and submarines. Russia has 
3 battleships (amongst which is the former Italian battleship, Julius Caesar), 

20 heavy cruisers, 100 destroyers, 370 submarines, But Russia has no cerriers, 
while England has 5 otd type carriers, 1 battleship, 11 heavy cruisers, 31 des- 
troyerss By 1955, the U.S. will have 2 super-carriers nuclear=propelled) of 
60,000 tons each, the "Saratoga" and the "Forrestal", 


Since the U.S. possesses the most perfected arms in the world, it follows 
that it is the greatest economic power in existence, This hypothesis which for 
Engels was a fixed princgple not only applies to the interpretation of the rela~ 
tion of forces between the Russian economy and the American but to the fact that 
the Moscow government uses its supposed margin of superior productivity for the 
purpose of peaceful labor. This is because it is up against the fact that it has 
found it impossible as yet to obtain the atomic bomb, The proof is in the recent 
measures directed at increasing production of articles for consumption, An "atomic 
race" would saddle economic restrictions on the great working masses, Notwith- 
standing this, Russia has not up till now, any carriers, and when they are not 
able to be produced annuls Russia's initial advantage, That of the U.S. is really 
enommouss The supremacy of the aero-navy of America signifies that neither the 
eventual near outbreak of world war, nor Rassia's probably becoming the master of 
Europe and Asia will ever evable tit to undertake the invasion of America, This 
places America as a tough force to wear out, which in turn will break the more 
feeble euromasiatic economic power. It is a force that can be poised as a Con- 
stant threat, and is capable of repeating the experience of gigantic landings at 
all costs, which decided the second world war, Economic power, political power, 
military power make Washington the world center of capitalism. It is the back of 
Atlas for the support of the world bourgeoisie. American capitalism ennnot be van- 
quished by hunger nor armed invasion, as claimed alternately by pacifist propaganda 
and war pYopaganda fed by Moscow and its political satellites. In an eventual 
world war, the probability of victory is all for the coalition headed by the U.S. 
The rocket superiority claimed by Russia does not have a fig token of material power, 

Russia, which disguises its own imperialist aims under the usurped banner of 
the October Revolution searches anxiously for an agreement with the United States, 

American Imperialism has one sole enemy that can demolish its arrogant power; 


REVOLUTION BY THE AMERICAN WORKING CLASS. 


